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Mount Ushidhau surrounded by waters" (s. 66).
This description is very significant historically,
for history tells us that in many cases migration o!
races have been caused by the climate becoming moist
or dry, by the increase or diminution of productivity
of particular areas. The fortunes of races have been
profoundly influenced by alterations of physical condi-
tions very similar to those mentioned in the Yasht.
Thus, an eminent geographer like Mr. Ellsworth
Huntington attributes the great early migrations
between Europe and Asia to the " alternate expansion
and contraction of the ice-covered area of Europe
on the one hand, and of the deserts of Asia and Africa
on the other " (Tlie Pulse of Progress, p. 166). Mr.
Huntington points to the historical importance of two
periods of droughts culminating abont 1700 or 1750
B. O. and again between 1300 and 1200 B. C. The
former period of aridity (ib. p. 125) was, according to
him, coeval with the migration of the Kassite Ary-
ans into Media, Elam and Babylonia, while another
section of the Aryans, the Mitanni, founded a kingdom
in Northern Mesopotamia. Similarly, Mr. C. E. P*
Brooks observes in his Evolution of Climate how,
before this period of aridity, there was probably lc a
moist maritime phase in Central and Eastern Europe
and probably also in Asia," so that ** these lands had
become extensively peopled by neolithic nomads of
Aryan and Semitic races ". As the climate became
fihrier, the land was unable to support such large
nomadic population, and there was a great outburst of